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Superintendent’s message: ‘A Year of Giving’

Grateful for support, eager to pay forward

Dear Families, Students, Teachers, Staff and Community,

This year our students have received some wonderful gifts from the community – from laptop computers to warm boots and clothing. 
Our faculty throughout the district has been instrumental in assuring that despite any budget constraints – our students get what they 
need to succeed from musical instruments and instruction to opportunities for competitions afar.

All of this generosity from the community and dedication from our teachers and staff makes a huge difference in our students’ lives. 
They know people care, so they are willing to work even harder to succeed.

But there is something special about Danbury students: they work hard to pay it forward. Students at the Alternative Center for Excel-
lence (ACE) held fundraisers throughout the first half of the year for the victims of the hurricane in Puerto Rico. They held a pump-
kin breakfast, a Thanksgiving feast and a Santa breakfast, donating a large sum to help others. Rogers Park Middle School collected 
canned food to donate to charity and also raised funds for victims of disaster. Broadview Middle School’s community garden received 
an award from the Audubon Society for its contribution to migratory birds. 

Students at the Academy of International Studies elementary school (AIS) raised enough money to build a gaga pit for children in 
Africa. Students at Stadley Rough School, like many Danbury elementary school students, learned more about the anti-bullying cam-
paign “Start with Hello” and world peace from activist and songwriter John Farrell. 

No matter where I go in the Danbury schools, I see students learning about helping and giving to others. This is because they are sur-
rounded and nurtured by teachers who gives of themselves – whether it’s their lunch hour or their weekends to help with homework 
or oversee a competition. It changes who our students are: they become thoughtful, caring members of their schools and community, 
thinking always of how and what they can share to make their world a better place.

In this edition of our quarterly newsletter, we share the smaller moments that sometimes have the bigger impact -- and where stu-
dents and teachers work together for the greater good.

As we continue to offer more opportunities and educational choices for our students than ever, we always appreciate your contribu-
tions to their successful growth.

Dr. Sal Pascarella

These are just a few items that were donated to the Danbury schools. Rogers Park counselor Sonia Rivera is holding one of 
several laptops donated to students. 
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DECO students ace first college-level course

Five students in the second cohort 
Danbury Early College Opportunity 
(DECO) at Danbury High School 
earned a grade of 98 or better in their 
first college-level course, Introduction 
to Computing, last semester.
DECO, under the direction of coor-
dinator Dr. Sarah Roy, gives students 
an opportunity to earn an Associate 
Degree simultaneously with their high 
school diploma. The degree program 
is offered by Naugatuck Valley Com-
munity College (NVCC) at the high 
school as part of the program’s cur-
riculum. Students begin accelerating 
their high school requirements so 
that by sophomore or junior year they 
can begin incorporating college-level 
courses. They can expect to complete 
the Associate Degree in four, five or six 
years. Some courses may take place at 
NVCC’s Danbury campus. DHS is the 
second high school in Connecticut to 
offer ECO.
The outstanding students, Aliyah Seng, 
Johanna Piedra, Aaron Melendez, Keli-
sha Marquez and Tania Alvarez, each

received a certificate for achievement 
and a gift card. They were among 21 
DECO students who took the course 
taught by NVCC instructor Greg 
Fimmano. The course was taught in 
45-minute class periods at DHS four 
days a week.
“We are pleased that we’ve been able to 
offer this incredible opportunity to our 
students,” said Superintendent Dr. Sal 
Pascarella. “Dr. Roy has helped orga-
nize mentors and has led many project 
opportunities to build confidence as 
these students move ahead with college 
work. These students are now surpass-
ing our expectations not only with 
high marks but with their passion and 
positive attitude toward the program.” 
There are 77 students in the first co-
hort, 61 in the second and 65 freshmen 
students who started the third cohort 
in September.
Sixteen students from the first cohort 
recently completed two NVCC courses 
on programming and database design; 
those same students are now fulfilling 
general education requirements 

through the high school’s Advanced 
Placement courses or at the college’s 
Danbury campus this semester. Stu-
dents in cohorts one and two will also 
take a political science course after 
school. 
“NVCC’s flourishing and entrepre-
neurial Danbury campus, under the 
leadership of Dean Antonio Santia-
go, is proud to partner with DHS on 
this important initiative for Danbury 
students. Multiple studies have shown 
that high school students who com-
plete several college courses while en-
rolled in secondary education are more 
likely to persist and receive a bacca-
laureate degree. The DECO program 
is a powerful example of how NVCC 
is living its mission and serving as an 
engine of change in the communities 
we serve,” said NVCC president Dr. 
Daisy Cocco De Filippis.

Applications for next fall’s DECO co-
hort will be available soon on the DPS 
website.

DECO students from left to right: Kelisha Marquez, Tania Alvarez, Johanna Piedra, Aliyah Seng, and Aaron Melen-
dez.
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Broadview Middle School receives garden grant 
from Audubon Society

For the past three years, Broadview 
Middle School has planted two gardens 
that grow native plants and vegetables and 
encourage good environmental practice 
for the community. 
In November, the school was chosen one 
of two schools in the state for this year’s 
Audubon Society Schoolyard Habitat 
Program and awarded a grant for $3,000. 
Westside Middle School’s outdoor class-
room earned this recognition last year.
According to its website, the Audubon 
Connecticut’s Schoolyard Habitat Pro-
gram is a partnership with the U.S. Fish 
& Wildlife Service that develops healthy 
schoolyard habitats for children and wild-
life, integrates place-based environmental 
education into the school curriculum, and 
promotes environmental friendly practice.

Broadview science teacher Dallas Moore 
said the school was selected because it 
took the initiative to establish the gar-
dens as a grassroots effort without any 
resources. The raised beds were built by 
students from the Alternative Center for 
Excellence under the lead of teacher John 
Webber. Another reason it was selected 
was its proximity to the hospital, which 
attracts migratory birds with its lighting. 
“We have a need in this area to have a 
better habitat for migratory birds,” Moore 
said.
Broadview has two garden areas: a Peace 
Garden in the front of the school that is 
home to native species and 13 raised beds 
on the side of the school that are used 
to grow herbs and vegetables, such as 
cucumbers and peppers.

Moore and reading teacher Sue Mills led 
the project with help from school social 
worker Christine Miller and ESL teacher 
Val Anderson. 
Moore said that the gardens serve as part 
of the curriculum two ways. Students 
involved in the school’s Roots & Shoots 
afterschool program, which currently 
meets twice a month and has 40 members 
in sixth through eighth grade, participate 
in caring for the gardens. Also, the entire 
sixth grade has used the gardens to learn 
ecology, starting with a nature walk as a 
unit introduction.
Although freezing temperatures have put 
an end to this year’s crops, Moore and the 
other teachers will meet decide how to 
spend the grant and map out a plan for 
spring.
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AIS club fundraiser brings joy to African students

By making crafts and selling ice cream, 
the Bridges of Peace & Hope Club at 
the Academy of International Studies 
(AIS) was able to fund the construc-
tion of a gaga pit for schoolchildren in 
Zambia, Africa.
The afterschool club is made up of 38 
fourth- and fifth-grade students at the 
Danbury magnet elementary school. 
It is the first club formed in the United 
States that promotes the ideals of the 
Bridges of Peace & Hope Organiza-
tion under the direction of its creator, 
singer/songwriter John Farrell. These 
ideals include collaboration with 
diverse individuals and groups under 
the supervision of school staff and vol-
unteers. Farrell’s philosophy includes 
connecting students through arts, 
music and projects while teaching

them to appreciate differences.
Farrell, who recently visited the Afri-
can school, reported that the students 
at Mukwashi Trust School are thrilled 
with the pit. Gaga is a softer form of 
dodge ball that is played in an octag-
onal pit generally constructed from 
wood.
AIS has had a relationship with the 
African school for five years and has 
shared in pen pal letter writing and 
video exchanges. Past fundraisers have 
helped add two more grades to the 
school that now includes eighth and 
ninth graders.
Meg McLoone, DPS child associate at 
AIS, said the club started fundraising 
last year to raise $1000 for the pit. Al-
though the pit has been completed, the 
AIS students are still paying an 

outstanding debt for part of the proj-
ect.
“We committed as a community and 
a school to complete the project,” 
McLoone said, adding that other 
AIS students also participated in the 
efforts. “The idea is that we teach the 
students in Africa something, and then 
they teach someone else – like paying 
it forward.”
The feedback from Africa, as evi-
denced through photographs, is that 
the students are very excited about 
playing gaga, and it’s been a big hit.
“AIS kids are helping kids across the 
globe – it’s inspiring,” said Mary Le-
vasseur, AIS social worker. “They are 
making connections – kids like to play 
and it’s universal.”

AIS students in their school’s gaga pit in Danbury

Students at the Mukwashi Trust School in Zambia, Africa, enjoy 
the gaga pit gifted by students at AIS in Danbury
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Danbury music teachers learn from

Little Kids Rock
Faculty spends day as music students 

On Nov. 9 – when the Danbury 
schools were closed to students – 
some 50 music teachers gathered at 
Broadview Middle School to learn 
how to get students even more 
excited about learning. The day of 
instruction was part of a grant to 
bring Little Kids Rock (LKR) into 
Danbury schools. A few teachers 
from other districts also participat-
ed. Little Kids Rock is the nation’s 
leader in offering Modern Band 
professional development workshops 
to public school teachers. This past 
year, LKR has trained and equipped 
six Danbury music teachers with 
$24,000 worth of guitars, keyboards, 
drums and technology, and recent-
ly provided an additional $80,000 
worth of instruments.
“The training has given our teachers 
the chance to spread harmony and 
has ignited our passion for doing 
what we most believe in – music 
and arts education,” said Jill Rus-
sell-Benner, DPS K-5 music program 
facilitator. 

Rogers Park Middle School extends its Unified Sports program
Rogers Park Middle School 
students had the opportunity 
to participate in Unified Sports 
Soccer this season – and the 
overwhelming support from stu-
dents will see that the program 
continues at least through the 
end of this school year.
“It was such a success that we 
have decided we must extend 
the program,” said Cristina Brás 
Taylor, special services facilitator 
at Rogers Park and Westside 
Middle School Academy, who 
runs the program with phys-
ical education teacher Dana 
Williams and special education 
teacher Kristin Pannozzo. The 
school will next offer basketball 

followed by track and field. This 
season there were 11 student 
athletes on two teams.
“It is not an exaggeration to say 
that each and every one of us 
who participated in this venture 
gained a tremendous amount 
from this experience,” Taylor 
said. “It is the reason that we are 
now committed to continuing 
the program. Our next step is 
to have our athletes present 
to seventh- and eighth-grade 
school assemblies at RPMS and 
share their experience. Our goal 
is to double our numbers for the 
basketball season.”
According to its website, “Uni-
fied Sports® is a registered 

of Special Olympics. It is a 
program that combines approxi-
mately equal numbers of athletes 
with and without an intellectual 
disability on sports teams for 
training and competition. All 
Unified Sports® players, both 
athletes and Unified partners, 
are of similar age and matched 
by sport skill ability.”
“Our entire focus is to promote 
the inclusion of people of all 
abilities in all aspects of school 
and life and to promote our 
belief that ‘inclusion speaks 
louder than words.’  We also aim 
to develop the leadership skills 
of our students so that they will 
continue to promote this

message long beyond middle 
school,” said Dr. Kristy Zaleta, 
associate principal for instruc-
tion at Rogers Park. “We had 
eighth-grade students sign up to 
be part of the program to work 
with our special needs students. 
They practiced together and 
played together in a tourna-
ment.”
Danbury’s Broadview Mid-
dle School has participated in 
Unified Sports for the past 17 
years, and last year was named 
the Unified Sports Michael’s Cup 
Middle School of the Year.
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Westside Middle School students learn engineering from ‘egg drop’ 
Some eggs packed to survive 95-foot fall

One hundred sixth-grade students at West-
side Middle School Academy stood outside 
on the cold morning of Nov. 8 and looked 
up at the 95-foot ladder of a firetruck 
parked next to the school -- and hoped that 
they had really done their homework well.
Their homework (and classwork) was to 
use their engineering skills to protect an 
egg from a 95-foot drop. City firefighters 
volunteered to spend part of the morning 
parachuting eggs from the top of the ladder 
to test the design of students’ escape pods. 
The students worked in groups of four 
to perfect their pods. At the end of the A 
total of 48 percent of the eggs survived 
their drop in this fourth annual event; the 
highest rate of survival was 72 percent two 
years ago.
The students are in the Science, Technolo-
gy, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) 
program at Westside. Teacher Jon Neu-
hausel said the project engages students 
in brainstorming, planning, building and 
testing their design and redesigning and 
retesting.                (continued on page 10)

Danbury coaches recognized by National High School Coaches Association

Two Danbury High School athletic coaches have been recognized as National 
High School Coaches Association finalists this year.
Jackie DiNardo, who leads the Hatters’ girls’ basketball team, and Kathy Boucher, 
who coaches the girls’ golf team, are one of eight coaches in their respective sports 
heading to South Dakota this summer for the award presentation.
After coaching the team for more than 30 seasons, DiNardo has recorded more 
than 460 career-wins and had led the team to more than a few FCIAC and state 
tournaments. The Hatters won the FCIAC Tournament in 2011-12, 2012-13 and 
2013-14, becoming one of three teams to win a triple championship. One of Di-
Nardo’s most recent challenges has been rebuilding her team after losing seasoned 
players to graduation and injuries. 
Boucher, a social studies teacher at DHS, started the girls’golf as a club sport in 
1998 and it became a varsity sport in 2003, winning the FCIAC and state champi-
onships in 2004 and 2005. Boucher has led the team to an overall win/loss record 
of 125-96 with four ties. In 2016, the team was state runner-up.
Boucher was the FCIAC Girls Golf Coach of the Year in 2015 and received an 
FCIAC Coach of Excellence Award in 2016.
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‘Having a mentor opened my 
shell,’ says DHS student

When Jhasuel Espinal first met his DSABC 
mentor, Karen Ledan, he was a shy and quiet 
second grader at Stadley Rough School. He 
said he didn’t really understand why Ledan, a 
complete stranger to him, was visiting him at 
school.
Now - nine years later, the 16-year-old junior 
he can’t imagine a week going by without his 
Danbury Schools and Business Collaborative 
mentor visiting him at Danbury High School to 
talk about school or play a game of Yahtzee.
DSABC is a nonprofit organization that pro-
vides a school-based mentoring program for 
Danbury Public Schools.  DSABC matches 
supportive and caring adults with students to 
develop a one-on-one relationship. Mentors 
serve as positive adult role models providing 
moral support and encouragement. The objec-
tive of the program is to improve academic per-
formance, attendance, behavior, attitude toward 
school and, most importantly, self-esteem and 
motivation. There are nearly 250 mentors who 
volunteer their time each week.
Jhasuel said although that initial meeting was 
awkward, he knew Ledan was kind and funny, 
and he warmed up to her quickly. 
“I liked her right away,” he said. “She’s mostly a 
listener and gives advice.”
Ledan, who works in the records unit at the 

Danbury Police Department, had thought for a 
long time about mentoring, but it wasn’t until 
her son was in grade school that she saw a need 
for some students to have an adult with whom 
to spend time. 
“I saw that some kids had no one to talk to,” she 
said. “The best thing about mentoring is just 
knowing that you are helping someone and just 
to be a friend to someone.”
But Ledan has found that the mentor program 
has also benefited her. She admitted to sharing 
her enthusiasm for the program at work and a 
colleague once asked if the program benefited 
her more than the student. Ledan laughed and 
said “we help each other.”
Ledan said Jhasuel is easy to mentor because 
of his positive personality and the easy rapport 
they have developed. Her greatest challenge 
was establishing a relationship with a shy little 
boy who didn’t like to talk; she said Jhasuel has 
matured in so many ways. 
“It took me a long time to see the difference I 
made,” Ledan said. “But he wasn’t a challenge, 
although he didn’t talk at first. I just tried to be 
fun and let him trust me in his own time so he 
could open up. Now if something is wrong, he’ll 
usually talk about it. And he usually chooses the 
right path.”
Jhsauel and his mentor agree that they have

more than a few similarities, as they are both 
sensitive, humorous, respectful and sometimes 
sarcastic.
“I’m not hip in a lot of ways,” Ledan confessed, 
but having a son not much older than Jhasuel 
has helped her relate to him. 
Jhasuel, who works part time as a decorating 
assistant, likes math and plans to study comput-
er engineering after high school. Looking back 
on his years with a DSABC mentor, Jhasuel 
said that life without having a mentor would be 
more confusing and it would be harder to stay 
on track.
“The mentoring program has slowly cracked 
my shell open,” he said. Every year, Ledan lets 
Jhasuel decide whether to continue meeting for 
another school year, and every year he says yes.
“She’s fun. She’s a good friend to have,” he said. 
“I like that she is calm and cool to hang out 
with. I would say to someone who is getting a 
mentor: don’t judge the person right away.”
According to Ledan, the best part of being a 
mentor is “being able to make a difference, 
make someone’s life a little different, a little bet-
ter. Everybody should be a mentor once in their 
life. It would help so many people. You want to 
think you are the best mentor, but like a parent, 
you just do the best you can and hope you make 
a difference.”
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DHS Robotics keeping up with the competition

The Danbury Hatters Robotics has four teams 
qualified for regional competition as of Jan 13. 

On Feb. 3, the team traveled to Wallingford for its 
next competition. For the past several years, the 
team has consistently earned spots competing in 

the VEX World Championships.

South Street students learn STEM from museum workshop

About 70 fourth-grade students at 
South Street School learned about 
electricity by building their own 
electric “city” in a workshop led 
by educator Andrew Sargent from 
The Eli Whitney Museum and 
Workshop in Hamden.
Sargent first explained how elec-
tricity works and how it is con-
ducted through metal before guid-
ing the students through building 
their own miniature house with a 
power source. By connecting posi-
tive and negative tests bars with 
contact points and swtiches, 

students can understand series and 
parallel circuits and how electrical 
and magnetic energy can be trans-
ferred and transformed.
Later on Jan. 30, the entire third-
grade class learned about force and 
motion by building robber band 
cars and measuring their perfor-
mance. The project offers insight 
into mechanics, measurement and 
math of motion.
“All of these projects meet Com-
mon Core standards,” said South 
Street school social worker Bryan 
Trioano. In one week, Troiano

raised the $2,000 for the workshop 
through a campaign on “Donors 
Choose,” a website that fundraises 
for educational purposes.
“Projects like these are a great way 
to incorporate Common Core 
standards into our classroom,” said 
Superintendent Dr. Sal Pascarella. 
“We are so grateful that our faculty 
and staff take the time to look 
for and raise the funds for these 
opportunities. It makes a differ-
ence for our students when they 
can learn through fun, hands-on 
projects.”
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The Connecticut Department of Health reports that influenza (the “flu”) is high and widespread throughout the state. The signs 
and symptoms of the flu can include fever, cough, sore throat, runny or stuffy nose, body aches, chills and feeling tired. Groups at 
greater rish for flu complications are those under the age of 2, 65 years of age and older, pregnant women and those with chronic 
medical conditions such as disabetes, asthma, congestive heart failure and lung disease. The flu is highly contagious and the first 
line of protection is the flu vaccine, which the Centers for Disease Control recommends for everyone 6 months of age and older. 
Additional prevention includes frequent handwashing, covering coughs and sneezes, avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth 
and cleaning commonly touched surfaces often. People should remain at home when sick. Students must be fever free for 24 hours 
without the use of fever-reducing medicine before they may return to school.

It is not too late to get a flu vaccine. The flu season exists through the end of March. If you need information on where to get a flu 
vaccine, please contact your health care provider, school nurse or State of Connecticut Immunization Program at *860) 509-7929.
For addition information on the flu, please visit the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention website at www.cdc.gov/flu.

Influenza update

        

IT’S NEVER TOO EARLY TO THINK ABOUT SUMMER!!

Registrations for the SunSational Summer Learning Program are now being accepted. Families 
can register at the Extended Learning Program Office located on 49 Osborne St. in Danbury. The 
last day to register will be June 1 by 6 p.m. This summer’s theme is “Full STEAM Ahead.”

Walk-in Registration Hours are Monday through Friday from 8 :30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Call (203) 830-6518 or (203) 797- 4733 for appointments or additional times and dates to register.

SunSational Program Dates, Hours and Location:
 Dates:  June 25 - August 3
 Hours: 7 a.m. – 6 p.m. daily
 Location: Great Plain School, 10 Stadley Rough Road 
 Program Costs: Tuition: $210.00 per week, plus a $20.00 registration fee (per family)

The following payment methods are accepted: MasterCard, Visa or Money Orders. Personal 
checks will be accepted until May 25. A payment plan option is also available. All fees must be 
paid in full by June 1.

The O.W.L. Club (On With Learning) is being offered again this summer. O.W.L. provides indi-
vidual and group tutoring in math and reading for an additional fee of $50 per week, payable at 
registration time. The Club meets four days per week. Students must be signed up for a minimum 
of four consecutive weeks.

http://www.cdc.gov/flu
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Ten Westside students head to Connecticut Science Fair

in renewable energy. His concern of 
late has been that wind turbine can’t be 
used in urban areas due to inadequate 
wind speeds. Therefore, his project “The 
Effect of Spiral Spacing of a Horizontal 
Axis Spiral Wind Turbine on Conver-
sion Efficiency” focused on researching 
the most efficient blade. He counted 
rotation speed to determine which of 
three blades was the most likely to get 
the best result.
“There was a significant improvement 
this year in three areas: overall origi-
nality and creativity of projects; data 
collection and that everyone had some 
sort of graph; and the writing has im-
proved – it’s more robust and concise,” 
said WSMSA STEM theme coach Jon 
Neuhausel. 
Stella Walker investigated “The Effect 
of Barometric Pressure on the Speed 
of WiFi,” knowing already that humid-
ity and temperature affect speed. She 
learned, through her hands-on research 
that included making a barometric 
chamber, that it had no effect. But Stella 
found the research, itself, interesting. 
She had thought about doing a life sci-
ence project, but couldn’t find a topic. 
The project gave her a different attitude

toward science. 
“I want to be a trauma surgeon, so I 
was going to do a life science project,” 
she said. “I realized that I should have 
a more open mind when it comes to 
science.”
Student Paloma Lenz is concerned 
about the environment, so it was only 
natural that her project involve cleaning 
up storm water pollution. She found 
that zeolites (microporous minerals 
that absorb ammonia and nitrates) are 
helpful in cleaning pollutants such as 
fertilizer from storm water. She said it 
just needs to be introduced in the storm 
drain to filter the water before it travels 
to a water shed. In order to come to 
this conclusion, she ended up doing 
multiple tests and trials for the proper 
balance. 
“I learned that I am passionate about 
helping the environment – relieving it 
from some of the issues we impose on 
it,” she said.
The Connecticut Science and Engineer-
ing Fair will be held in mid-March at 
Quinnipiac University in Hamden.

Khushi Parikh, an eighth-grade student 
at Westside Middle School Academy, 
has an interest in data science and ma-
chine learning. So, for her Science Fair 
project, she designed a software applica-
tion that can detect Lyme disease from 
a photo image with 90 percent accuracy.
Her “Image Recognition Used to Detect 
Lyme” project is one of 10 from her 
school that will compete in the 70th 
annual Connecticut Science and En-
gineering Fair next month. The other 
nine seventh- and eighth-grade STEM 
students from her school are Timothy 
Chen, Alice Collignon, Paloma Lenz, 
Mathew Mathew, Alex Morquecho, 
Aidan Scott, PJ Seiler, Vincent Trombet-
to and Stella Walker. In 2016, WSMSA 
was recognized as the most successful 
middle school in the state at the com-
petition after eight of ten WSMSA were 
selected as finalists.
The school’s Science Fair was held in the 
WSMSA main hallway while nearly two 
dozen judges, including scientists, engi-
neers and teachers, viewed their proj-
ects and asked questions. Started in the 
fall semester, the projects had to involve 
physical or life science, or engineering.
Timothy Chen is interested in a future 
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Members

Rachel Chaleski
Gladys Cooper
Richard Hawley

   Richard Jannelli
Patrick Johnston
Frederick Karrat
David Metrena 

  Kathleen Molinaro
Emanuela Palmares

Farley A. Santos
Amy Spallino

SCHOOL CALENDAR

February 1: WSMSA Lottery Begins (6-8)
    13:  One Hour Early Release for Students/PD 
    19:  Presidents’ Day–Schools Closed
    27: One Hour Early Release for Students/PD              

March 20: One Hour Early Release for Students/PD 
 27: One Hour Early Release for Students/PD
 30: Good Friday-Schools Closed 

April 10:  One Hour Early Release for Students/PD
           16-20:  Spring Recess – Schools Closed
           24: One Hour Early Release for Students/PD

Danbury Board of Education 
63 Beaver Brook Road 

Danbury, CT 06810 

We’re on the web! 
Visit us at: 

www.danbury.k12.ct.us/

For coverage of school events or to submit school news, 
contact Robin Provey: robineprovey@aol.com or the 
Board of Education at (203) 797-4701.

Students are required to consider their constraints, whether they be time, supply and/or weight. Supplies for the projects are pro-
vided and include: plastic bag, paper bag, string, cup, cotton balls, bubble wrap, pipe cleaners, sticks and paper clips.
“The egg drop is a great example of our teachers’ creating an experience that both challenges and excites students,” said Superin-
tendent Dr. Sal Pascarella. “Quality teaching that takes a project outside of the classroom and into the real world can only result in 
a quality education for our students.”
The very first egg dropped by the Danbury Fire Department belonged to Gisella Malla and her group “the omeletts.”

“It will probably make it because of the way we layered it up with cotton and bubble wrap,” Gisella said. 

Unfortunately, the egg didn’t make it – although it was only cracked and did not splatter.

“It needed more padding on the sides and bottom,” said Dayanna Apolo. “We worked hard on it and thought it would be success-
ful.”

Westside students learn about science with egg drop (cont’d from p. 6)
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LET’S PUT ON A SHOW!!


